TEA AREA HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR PROJECT GUIDELINES

The Senior Project is an integral part of the final year of high school.  It integrates skills, knowledge, and concepts learned into one culminating project.  Here are some guidelines to use in completing all project phases.  

Topic Selection:  The topic can be developed around a career focus or an area of interest.  See sections of this Guide for forms and suggestions to help with the process of determining a project topic.

Research Paper:  The research paper is a formal document that encourages the student to develop and demonstrate proficiency in conducting research and writing about a chosen topic.  Following are some basic criteria for the paper:

1. Research-based with at least five sources, one to be an interview.  Examples of sources would be periodicals, library references, technical manuals, Internet, etc.

2. Note cards to document relevant information and to help in preparing the outline for the presentation.

3. Word processed and conforming to MLA (Modern Language Association) or APA (American Psychological Association) standards.  Refer to an MLA or APA handbook for information on this type of writing style.

4. Eight to ten pages in length, not including the title page and bibliography.  An appendix with other supporting information may be included.

Product/Project:  This is a tangible creation based on choosing, designing, and developing an item related to the research topic.  A minimum of 15 hours should be spent outside of class on the project.  An approval form must be submitted for the project (see page 29 ) before proceeding.  A mentor and faculty advisor must be identified to assist with the project.

Portfolio:  The pages from each of the following entries could be placed individually in plastic sleeves and organized in a three-ring binder.
1. Coversheet (inserted in front sleeve)

2. Title page (same as cover sheet, first page of notebook)

3. Product Proposal Contract (front pocket)

4. Table of Contents

5. Letter to Judges

6. Journal Entries

7. Senior Project Overview

8. Senior Project Reflection

9. Research Paper (Outline, Paper, and Works Cited)

10. Product Proposal

11. Mentoring Log 

12. Letter of Intent

13. Presentation PowerPoint (optional)

Journal:  The journal is part of the portfolio.  It should contain the following:

1. A log of the hours spent on the Senior Project.  

2. Journal entries about experiences and knowledge gained. Use the forms (see the Portfolio section of this Framework) that are provided, but add thoughts and descriptions as well. 

3. Photographs or other visual documentation.

Presentation:  A formal presentation describing all phases of the Senior Project is the culminating event.  A panel of judges will review and critique the presentation.  Speech content should include information about the research paper, the product, and what was learned from this experience. This content should be supported by appropriate presentation media (e.g. PowerPoint, display with tri-fold boards, etc.)   Following are some basic guidelines for the presentation.  See complete guidelines in the presentation section of this Guide.  

1. 8-10 minute overview of project
2. 5-10 minute question and answer time
3. Multi-media must be included as a part of the presentation
4. Product 
5. Portfolio
